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Community Shares of Wisconsin (CSW) is pleased to announce the 14 new member 
groups that will be joining us in 2010. The groups are: 

“We’re excited to be welcoming these new groups into Community Shares,” said CSW Executive Director Crystel Anders. “Some 
of the groups represent important new areas of focus for us, such as food sustainability. Other groups are welcome additions to 
the type of social change work that our groups have always been known for. 

“Community Shares started in 1971 with just 15 member groups, but as of next January we will have over 60 members,” she 
pointed out. “A constant has been that our groups work at the grassroots level for long-term change—and that will only be 
enhanced with our new members.

“We encourage anyone to donate to these new groups on the CSW website now in 2009,” said Crystel. (Visit our website,  
www.communityshares.com, and click on Donate Now toward the top.) “As is the case anytime you direct a gift to one or more 
of our member groups, they will receive 100% of your gift.

“However, the groups won’t be part of our workplace giving campaigns until next fall,” she added.

Crystel noted that “lasting social change depends on the efforts of people working hard on the front lines. All of our Community 
Shares’ groups—each in its own way—help create positive change in our community.” 

Check the website, www.communityshares.com, and click on 
“Member Nonprofits” to learn more about the new member groups.

OUR NEW MEMBER GROUPS FOR 2010 

FALL 2009

• Center for Media and Democracy
• Community GroundWorks at Troy Gardens 

  (formerly Friends of Troy Gardens)
• Dane County TimeBank
• Freedom Inc.
• Grassroots Leadership College
• Interfaith Coalition for Worker Justice of 

  South Central Wisconsin 
• NARAL Pro-Choice Wisconsin Foundation

• Nuestro Mundo Inc.
• Research, Education, Action and Policy on Food Group 

  (REAP)
• Sustain Dane
• Wisconsin Council of the Blind and Visually Impaired
• Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters
• Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice
• Working Capital for Community Needs

At the Annual Awards Event Executive Director Crystel Anders accurately pointed out that building a movement—which Community 
Shares has been doing for 38 years—requires dedicated nonprofits, activists willing to push for change, and shared values.

If you share our values, please consider a donation—and help us keep building the movement we call Community Shares of 
Wisconsin. Donate in whatever way is easiest for you:

• By mailing a check (address on the back cover)
• Through workplace giving
• Via online donation at www.communityshares.com—click on “donate”

Thank you for being a part of the movement!

HELP US CONTINUE BUILDING A MOVEMENT



ANNUAL EVENT A SUCCESS, THANkS TO YOU
The 2009 Annual Awards Event held in September was a great success, with the thanks going to our many sponsors and 
attendees. Three community leaders received awards at this year’s event. Each has shown tremendous generosity to the 
member groups that nominated them. Here is a small sampling of comments from award winners at the event.

At first I didn’t think about my work with health literacy as a 
social justice issue, but it is. People with limited literacy are 
clearly disadvantaged in a healthcare setting. Lower literacy 
is associated with: poorer health; less knowledge about 
health; more hospitalizations; and higher mortality.

One thing I’m able to do as a physician is get the attention 
of health professionals. If you want to help, there are a 
couple options. You can donate to Wisconsin Literacy or your 
local literacy group. If you want to have a huge impact on 

someone’s life, volunteer as a tutor to help them learn to read 
better or help them learn English. There are waiting lists of 
people looking for help, but there are not enough volunteer 
tutors available.

I want to leave you with a couple of quotes from Gandhi that 
continue to inspire me: “Action expresses priorities”—we do 
what is important to us. And “Be the change that you want to 
see in the world.”

Paul Smith, MD
Winner of the Sally Sunde Family Advocate Award 
Nominated by Wisconsin Literacy
Presented by Michele Erikson, Wisconsin Literacy

First of all I thank my family, who support my community 

involvement—my life partner, Bob, my daughter, Laura, and 

my son, Alex. I’m also very proud of Laura and Alex, who have 

both been involved in community service work. 

I knew I was doing something right when Laura as a toddler, 

instead of having tea parties with her dolls, had “meetings” 

with her teddy bears. I don’t think she really knew what 

meetings were but she knew her mother was always running 

off to meetings.  

It has taken incredible teamwork to accomplish all that 
Common Wealth has done. We’re committed to ensuring 
quality affordable housing, jobs, art development, and 
youth skills. 

And I want to say thank you for your support of Community 
Shares. Community Shares is an amazing organization and 
resource for our community. So let’s celebrate our successes 
tonight, and resolve to carry on our important work!.

Marianne Morton
Winner of the Liesl Blockstein Community Leadership Award
Nominated by Common Wealth Development
Presented by Billy Feitlinger

(Photo: Marianne with her daughter, Laura, and her son, Alex)

It’s an honor tonight to be among the Backyard Heroes, 
Marianne Morton, Dr. Paul Smith, and so many great 
grassroots organizers and activists. We all do the necessary 
work to bring about peace and social justice, each of us in 
our own way. 

I want to emphasize the word community tonight because 
that’s what we are, in this room. We’re a community. And 
thanks to Community Shares of Wisconsin, not only for 
supporting us all financially but spiritually as well.

What is our work? As Allen Ginsberg said, we work “to ease 
the pain of living.” When you work for universal health care, 
you’re easing the pain of living. When you work to end war, 
you’re really easing the pain of living.

But as we do our work, we must do it with people we like 
and admire, and we must have fun, too. And that’s why this 
gathering is so important every year. I’m very, very honored 
to be getting this award. Let’s keep having fun.

Matt Rothschild
Winner of the Linda Sundberg Civil Rights Defender Award 
Nominated by The Progressive
Presented by Stacy Harbaugh, ACLU of Wisconsin Foundation



1000 Friends of Wisconsin
ABC for Health
ACLU Foundation of Wisconsin
Arts Wisconsin
Bayview Foundation
Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin
Center for Family Policy and Practice
Chrysalis
Citizen Action of Wisconsin Education Fund
Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger
Citizens Utility Board
Clean Wisconsin
Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups
Common Wealth Development
Community Action on Latin America
Disability Rights Wisconsin
Fair Housing Center of Greater Madison
Fair Wisconsin Education Fund
Friends of Wisconsin State Parks
Gathering Waters Conservancy
Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) 

for Safe Schools 
Grassroots Empowerment Project
Housing Initiatives
League of Women Voters of Wisconsin 

Education Fund 
Legal Action of Wisconsin
Madison Area Community Land Trust
Madison Audubon Society
Midwest Environmental Advocates
Madison HOURS * 
New Harvest Foundation
OutReach
Physicians for Social 

Responsibility – Wisconsin
The Progressive
Project Home
Rape Crisis Center
River Alliance of Wisconsin
Sierra Club Foundation, John Muir Chapter
Tenant Resource Center
UNIDOS Against Domestic Violence
Wheels for Winners *
Wisconsin Apprentice Organizers Project
Wisconsin Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence
Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault
Wisconsin Community Fund
Wisconsin Council On Children 

and Families
Wisconsin Democracy Campaign
Wisconsin Early Childhood Association
Wisconsin Family Ties
Wisconsin Literacy 
Wisconsin Wetlands Association
Wisconsin Women’s Network
Women in Transition
WORT 89.9 FM Community Radio

* CHIP-only groups

OUR MEMBER 
NONPROFITS

BACkYARD ADVOCATE

The Co-op is the first (in 1978) and was the most steadfast of the CHIP sites in terms of its strong 
financial support—which is why it is the sole CHIP site partnering with CSW today. In 2008, for example, 
Co-op shoppers donated over $87,000 through the CHIP program.

Kristin explained that part of her job involves working with the cashiers so that they can answer customer 
questions about CHIP. “When new customers learn about CHIP, we hear a lot of favorable responses. 
Many customers appreciate the opportunity to give a little at a time.

“The ‘community’ aspect of CHIP resonates with our shoppers. We talk to customers about becoming 
a Co-op owner and joining our community. And then we’re also inviting them to become a member of 
another community, the community of CHIP. To me the Co-op and Community Shares/CHIP seem to be 
well matched that way. 

“The local tie-in is also important. The Co-op tries to supply lots of local products, and the CHIP program 
is local. Often the shoppers know about the work of the CHIP groups, so that makes the act of donating 
more personal and tangible for them. 

“Customers have told us that the CHIP program makes them feel extra good about shopping here. 
They are supporting a local business, shopping ‘local,’ and contributing to local community groups.” 

Kristin said that many of her colleagues appreciate the connection to the community as well. “When 
you’re standing behind the register, CHIP can also give you a connection to community. Many of our 
staff members feel good to be working at a place that has such a strong interest in supporting our local, 
grassroots nonprofits.

“For the most part I hear positive responses about CHIP from customers,” she noted. “If we didn’t 
partner with CHIP, we would have some very disappointed customers. 

“Probably the complaint I hear most often about CHIP is that the cashiers sometimes forget to ask about 
CHIP. I tell those customers to feel free to remind their cashier. 

“It’s a good opportunity for the customer to say, ‘By the way, I’d like 
to CHIP.’”

At Community Shares, we can’t improve on that advice.

kristin Esselstrom, Willy Street Co-op

Kristin Esselstrom, Front End Manager at Willy Street Co-op, 
described why the Co-op is such a strong supporter of 
Community Shares/Community CHIP through the Co-op’s CHIP 
program. CHIP is a voluntary 1% donation that customers can 
add to their bill at the Co-op. The donations support all 53 
Community Shares/Community CHIP groups (see the list at right).

ANNUAL EVENT A SUCCESS, THANkS TO YOU

WISH LIST...
• Tabletop display board that’s velcro-receptive. 
• Projector that’s laptop-compatible. Help us save paper by allowing all 

of our 58 board members to view materials at our meetings.

Contact us at 608.256.1066, and thank you.
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WHAT YOU’LL FIND INSIDE:
•  Learn about our 14 new member groups

•  Please donate to Community Shares—and help 
build a movement

•  Annual event summary, photos

•  Meet our Backyard Advocate: Kristin Esselstrom 
from Willy Street Co-op
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