CHANGE INSIDE

A behind-the-scenes look at how we're advancing the local social and environmental justice movement

BOLD ACTION BRINGS MORE
MEMBER NONPROFITS

At a time when nonprofits are under attack, bold action
is required. That is why Community Shares of Wisconsin
just took the bold action of increasing our membership
significantly.

On November 19, the board of Community Shares of
Wisconsin voted to add 16 new member nonprofits,
bringing our total number of member nonprofits to 82. The
new member nonprofits of Community Shares of Wisconsin
are 350 Wisconsin, Access to Independence, Bikes for Kids
Wisconsin, Black Men Coalition Foundation, Bridge Builders,
Community Immigration Law Center (CILC), Healthy Climate
Wisconsin, Kennedy Heights Community Center, Madison
Worker Cooperatives (MadWorC), Maydm, Movin" Out,
Inc., Open Doors for Refugees, Root 2 Rise, Wisconsin
Ecolatinos, Wisconsin LGBTQ History Project, and YWCA
Madison.

These nonprofits join the other member nonprofits of
Community Shares of Wisconsin in working on essential
issues like civil liberties, sustainability, LGBTQ+ rights,
voting rights, healthy food and farms, criminal justice reform,
affordable housing, and diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Community Shares of Wisconsin’s power comes from our
member nonprofits and our collective networks. Building
that power and that network through additional member
nonprofits increases the support all of our member nonprofits
receive and ultimately the support they can provide to our
community.

Hedi Rudd, the Membership Chair at Community Shares
of Wisconsin, has been instrumental in expanding our

membership and she had this to say about the process:
“When deciding to add more nonprofits to our membership,
we decided to open our arms as widely as we could to
support as many local nonprofits as possible. Since 2018,
when we last opened our membership, we have adapted
our membership requirements to make membership more
accessible to nonprofits that meet our values rather than
focusing on external fundraising requirements. This has led
Community Shares to become a more inclusive organization
that is more effective at addressing today's issues.”

As members of Community Shares of Wisconsin, nonprofits
receive access to exclusive fundraising opportunities,
capacity building, networking, and collaboration
opportunities with like-minded organizations. They also
receive training in marketing, operations, management,
and member recruitment, to build fundraising capacity and
expand their reach. All member nonprofits have a seat on
the board of Community Shares of Wisconsin and a share
in decision making for the organization.

Please join me in welcoming our new member nonprofits,
who will become official members on January 1, 2026.

Cheri Dubiel

Executive Director
cdubiel@communityshares.com

Community Shares of Wisconsin advances organizations throughout
Wisconsin that are leading efforts to protect our civil rights and build a safe

and sustainable future where everyone can thrive.

Together we stand strong in support of justice and a healthy community.
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BEQUEST FROM MARK SAUNDERS
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Mark Saunders

Mark E. Saunders, a longtime donor to Community Shares of Wisconsin, passed away
in early 2025. He had served as a volunteer organizer for our golf outing 25 years ago
and had continued his support ever since, even naming us as a beneficiary in his will.

Mark was a familiar face around Madison. Through the years, he played on softball and
basketball teams, was an active member of running and cycling clubs, participated in
weekly Scrabble games at various local venues, and volunteered his time wherever he
saw need. He was also a major music lover—the go-to person for info on “who’s playing
where” and who supported the local music festivals. Not surprisingly, his nickname was

“Mayor of the East Side.”

One of Mark’s favorite music venues
was the Harmony Bar on Atwood
Avenue, where a celebration of life

was held. Hundreds gathered to
share memories and sing songs, and

a fundraiser was held to honor him with a memorial bench at Yahara Place

Park, near his longtime home.

Mark held deeply progressive views and saw Community Shares as a way
to support many causes he cared about. We are so grateful to him for his gift.

If you would like to name Community Shares of Wisconsin as a beneficiary
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in your estate plans, please contact Cheri Dubiel, Executive Director, at
cdubiel@communityshares.com.

OUR MEMBER NONPROFITS

ENSURE AFFORDABLE,
ACCESSIBLE HOUSING

Bayview Foundation

Housing Initiatives

Madison Area Community
Land Trust (MACLT)

Project Home

Tenant Resource Center

FOSTER CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Citizens Utility Board
Create Wisconsin
League of Women Voters
of Wisconsin
Wheels for Winners
Wisconsin Democracy Campaign
WORT 89.9 FM Community Radio

EMPOWER PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES

Chrysalis

Disability Rights Wisconsin

Padres E Hijos En Accién

Wisconsin Council of the Blind
& Visually Impaired

Women in Transition

WORK FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT,
SUSTAINABILITY,
FOOD, AND FARMS

1000 Friends of Wisconsin

Citizens for Safe Water Around
Badger (CSWAB)

Clean Wisconsin

FairShare CSA Codlition

Friends of Wisconsin State Parks

Gathering Waters: Wisconsin’s
Alliance for Land Trusts

Midwest Environmental Advocates

Physicians for Social
Responsibility Wisconsin

REAP Food Group

River Alliance of Wisconsin

Rock River Coadlition

Rooted

Sierra Club Foundation,
Wisconsin Chapter

Southern Wisconsin Bird Alliance
(formerly Madison Audubon)

Sustain Dane

Wisconsin Conservation Voices

Wisconsin Wetlands Association

WORK FOR A JUST SOCIETY

American Civil Liberties
Union of Wisconsin
Center for Media and Democracy
Common Wealth Development
conNEXTions
End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin
Fair Housing Center of
Greater Madison
Fair Wisconsin Education Fund
GSAFE
Kids Forward
Legal Action of Wisconsin
Mentoring Positives
MOSES - WISDOM of Madison
NAACP Dane County
Nuestro Mundo, Inc.
Orgullo Latinx LGBT+
of Dane County
OutReach LGBTQ+
Community Center
The Progressive
Rebalanced-Life Wellness
Association
UNIDOS
Urban Triage
Voces de la Frontera

Mark Saunders memorial bench
in Yahara Place Park

Wisconsin Women's Network

Worker Justice Wisconsin

Working Capital for Community
Needs (WCCN)

SUPPORT WOMEN,
CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES

ABC for Health

Embolden WI

Freedom, Inc.

Natural Circles of Support, Inc.

RCC Sexual Violence
Resource Center

Wisconsin Coalition Against
Sexual Assault

Wisconsin Early Childhood
Association (WECA)

Children’s Mental Health Alliance
(dba Wisconsin Family Ties)

Wisconsin Literacy

Donate to CSW members at
communityshares.com/donate.



“CHIP” REACHES $5 MILLION Meet the CSW Team
RAISED FOR CSW SINCE 1978

“Would you like to CHIP2” For decades, Willy CAO MMUNITY
Street Co-op customers have been asked this simple
question. Each customer who decides to “CHIP” has C H I P

a small donation added to their purchase total and

Bria Brown
Big Share
Project Manager

that donation goes directly to Community Shares of o umunity sHARES OF WISCONSIN

Wisconsin to support our member nonprofits.
Cheri Dubiel

Executive Director

In September 2025, the Community CHIP® program at Willy Street Co-op reached a
total of $5 million raised for the member nonprofits of Community Shares of Wisconsin
since 1978. “While this is an amazing milestone, it doesn't surprise me at all,” says
Anya Firszt, General Manager of Willy Street Co-op. “The Co-op’s Owners and
customers are a very socially engaged and community-minded group of people, so
| know that they want to help support the amazing work of these local nonprofits.”

Susie
Lawniczak
Development
Manager

Like no other time in recent history, our basic rights and freedoms are under attack.
Donations through the Community CHIP program are an investment in nonprofits that

are challenging systems and holding decision-makers accountable. Tyler Logan

Community CHIP began in 1971, and is the original source of funding for Community Database Manager
Shares of Wisconsin (then known as the Madison Sustaining Fund). The program was
nicknamed “The People’s Tax” because it allowed the community to directly support

community organizations that were meeting needs not met by existing institutions. Kathleen

| Messinger

More than 50 years later, with new challenges to our democracy emerging, the work Financial Director

of Community Shares’ member nonprofits is more urgent than ever. Candace Weber,
founding member of Community Shares of Wisconsin, said “A lot of young people
felt very powerless fifty years ago, and found that coming together helped us become
more powerful. This is still true. If we come together as a group, a community, we can
make meaningful change.” Weber adds “| feel most powerful when the money | give
goes to organizations whose work | know. | have been, and remain, a firm believer
that change happens from the ground up. Local change is going to be substantial and
real. My contribution can mean change for my community and my neighbor.”

Gray Miller
Campaign Manager

Judy Young

| Membership
and Operations
Manager

Willy Street Co-op has participated in the Community CHIP program since 1978 and
has been the exclusive home of the Community CHIP program since 2008. Today, the
program raises over $325,000 annually from thousands of generous Co-op shoppers.
If you would like to donate at Willy Street Co-op, just say “yes” when the cashier asks

designCraft
if you want to “CHIP.” You can also “CHIP” when using self-checkout. Aili/lgpﬁsirr?g
The Community CHIP program democratizes philanthropy by connecting with Marketing

thousands of individual donors whose contributions add up to make a big difference
in our community. Community Shares of Wisconsin thanks the Willy Street Co-op for
their strong partnership and thanks the thousands of Co-op shoppers who have made
their voice heard one “CHIP” at a time.
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SAVE THE DATE G GIVE TODAY TO BUILD TOMORROW
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 R E

Support your favorite member nonprofits
through online giving

SHARE

COMMUNITY SHARES OF WISCONSIN

thebigshare.org
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If there are any misspellings or other errors in your
address — or if you want to be a combined donor
with someone else in your household to receive only
one mailing — please call us or send an email.
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COMMUNITY

HOW YOU CAN GIVE CHIP

If you want to support us, you can make a gift online at communityshares.com, mail commmre s or wascons

a check, donate via workplace giving, or give through The Big Share® on Tuesday,

March 3, 2026. You can also donate through our partner businesses by saying COMMUNITY
“yes” to the Community CHIP® Program at the Willy Street Co-op and “yes” to the ROUND UP
Community Round Up Program at Capitol Centre Market. COMMUNITY SHARES OF WISCONSIN

COMMUNITY TOGETHER WE STAND STRONG IN SUPPORT OF
SHARES JUSTICE AND A HEALTHY COMMUNITY.
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